12                        VEDDER LECTURES.

Our scientists, be sure; upon whose opinions, in
more important matters, they ask us, " who really
know nothing whatever of nature," to rely.

CuviER, in his "Animal Kingdom," tells us that
"Life is that condition of being in which the form is
more essential than the matter'' No doubt; but
this is stating simply the difference between the
organic and the inorganic, of which we need no
information.

ALPHONSE DE CANDOLLE, in his "History of
the Sciences/' says: "Life is the transformation of
physical or chemical motion into plastic or nervous mo-
tion'' No doubt; but that is stating an effect, not
the cause of it.

HERBERT SPENCER, in his " Principles of Psy-
chology/' says : " Life is the continuous adjustment
of internal relations to external relations." No
doubt; but this is informing us of no information.
And again, in his " Biology," he says : " Life is
the definite combination of heterogeneous changes, both
simultaneous and successive, in correspondence with
external co-existences and sequences'' But to say
that life is a "combination of changes" is to utter an
evident absurdity.

DR. PARIS, after others, says: " Life is the to-
tality of those functions tJiat resist death'' No
doubt; but this is saying a solemn nothing in
dignified formality of speech.

DR. BUCHNER, equally lucid, says: " Life is a
peculiar and most complicate form of mechanical ac-
tion, in which the usual mechanical laws act under tlie
most unusual and most varied conditions, and in
which the final results are separated from the origi-